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- Friends News - 

 

The Heritage Hub 
 

The photo below shows the “grand 

opening” of “The Hub” (covered by an 

ar�cle in the last newsle�er). The Friends 

are responsible for manning the shop 

every Friday, between 10 am and 3 pm: we are looking for volunteers to 

help at the shop, so if you could manage an hour or so between these �mes 

please contact Maureen Sherwood (contact details at the back of this 

newsle�er). 
 

Amongst the a�endees of the opening shown in the photo are Friends 

members Colin Davies and Maureen Sherwood (can you spot them?) 
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Virtual Tour Milestone 
 

In July the Virtual Tour will be 15 years old. The Virtual Tour consists of a 

number of touch-screen computers placed in the Castle, loaded with 

so2ware developed by former Friends Chairman Steve Greenhall, and the 

first computer was installed in July 2001. 
 

The Virtual Tour computers literally take visitors on a virtual tour of the  

Castle, with it’s many photographs illustra�ng features of the various 

rooms, and accompanying text describing their history. 
 

The Tour has been very popular among visitors, and is par�cularly useful for 

those who cannot manage the stairs to the upper rooms. 
 

Friends AGM 
 

The Friends Annual General Mee�ng was held on April 22
nd

. Chairman Dave 

Ansell reported on the various ac�vi�es undertaken by the Friends during 

the previous year, Castle Heritage Services Manager talked about the Castle 

events and its rela�onship with the Friends, and treasurer Pauline Walsh 

reported on the Friends’ financial posi�on.  
 

All of the serving commi�ee members were re-elected, with the excep�on 

of re�ring member Gillian Ambler. A new member, Evelyn Rowe, was 

proposed and elected to the commi�ee. 
 

Summer Raffle 2016 
 

We hope you can support our Summer Raffle this year, especially because 

the Friends are raising funds to assist the Castle with their Heritage Lo�ery 

Fund bid for their new project - Saxon Heritage. To qualify for the bid they 

will need match funding from us. 
 

A book of �ckets is enclosed with this newsle�er and the stubs and money 

can either be posted to the address on the �ckets, or handed in at The 

Tamworth Heritage Trust Hub, Middle Entry, where we have a stall.  You 

have all summer to sell as many �ckets as you can, and extra �ckets can be 

obtained from The Hub; the draw will take on Heritage Day, Sunday 11th 

September, 2016.  We thank you for your support. 
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 Jack the Ripper 

By Gary Hyde in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 14
th

 October 2016 at 7:30pm 
 

Jack the Ripper was an uniden�fied serial killer who was ac�ve in the 

Whitehall district of London in the late 1880’s. He was known as “The 

Ripper” because of the par�cularly brutal nature of the murders. Many 

books, films and TV programs have been made of this notorious character. 
 

Ex-policeman Gary Hyde has studied this crime for many years, and in his 

talk will let the audience in on his findings. 

Fiona and Stan, Isobelle and the End of a Broken Heart 
By Colin Davies in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 9
th

 September 2016 at 7:30pm 
 

Intrigued? Colin Davies, President of the Friends, presents this talk and will 

say only that “this is an evening of fact, fic�on and fun—if you are curious, 

come and join us”. 

- Talks - 

Dispelling the Myths—An Introduc4on to Bats 
By Kevin Reynolds in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 8
th

 July 2016 at 7:30pm 
 

At some �me I’m sure everyone has heard that “bats are blind” or “bats get  

tangled in your hair”. In his talk Kevin will tell you the truth about these 

myths, and help you to discover the fascina�ng world of these amazing 

mammals. His  

presenta�on will include many of his own photographs, which tes�fy to his 

great pa�ence wai�ng for and watching these beau�ful, graceful creatures. 
 

Kevin will also talk about the life-cycle of the bat, and about conserva�on 

issues. 
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- Trips, Social & Other Events - 

Winterbourne House and Garden 
Saturday 18

th 
June 2016 

 

Winterbourne is a rare surviving example of an early 20
th

-century suburban villa 

and garden. The house, situated in Edgbaston, Birmingham, was built in 1903 for 

John and Margaret Ne�lefold, of Guest, Keen & Ne�lefold fame.  Restored to its 

Edwardian Arts & Cra2s splendour, the house is a unique heritage a�rac�on, set 

within seven acres of beau�ful botanic garden. 

The house is home to beau�ful an�ques, and the garden boasts over 6,000 plant 

species from all around the world. 
 

The price of this trip is £18, which includes coach transport from Tamworth and 

entrance into the house and gardens. The coach will pick you up in Corpora�on 

Street, Tamworth, at 10:00 am. 
 

To join this trip, please complete the booking form included with the last 

newsle�er. Alterna�vely, call or email Sue Evans or Maureen Sherwood (see last 

page of this newsle�er for contact details). 
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- Reviews - 

The Imperial War Museum (North), Manchester 
Saturday 3

rd 
September 2016 

 

The IWM North is a futuris�c-looking iconic building in Manchester. Built in 2002 on a 

dock-side bombsite, its design is intended to represent a sha�ered globe (see if you 

can piece it together from the picture below), symbolic of the effects of war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The many exhibits and events organised at the museum explore the effects of war on 

people’s lives and during this visit you will have the chance to visit as many of these as 

you have �me for. A guided tour may be provided, subject to availability. 
 

The price of this trip is £26 per person, which includes coach transport. The coach will 

pick you up in Corpora�on Street, Tamworth, at 8:30 am. 
 

If you would like to join us on this trip, please complete the booking form that can be 

found at the back of this newsle�er. 

No;ngham Trip—The Galleries of Jus4ce 
April 16

th
 2016 

 

We set off on a bi�erly cold but sunny morning for this trip. A2er warming up with a 

coffee break, we were given a fascina�ng tour of the prison and law courts at this im-

posing Victorian building. During the tour we discovered the crimes that each of us had 

commi�ed, ranging from stealing bread to grisly murder, and the sentences passed on 

us - hard labour, transporta�on to Australia or “The Drop...”  
 

(con�nued…) 
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We re-enacted the trial of Roger Casement and were all then “taken down”, ending 

up shut up in a cell (for a 

short �me, fortunately!) 

A2er being freed from  

incarcera�on we explored 

the city centre for a while 

before heading home. 
 

We had an enjoyable �me 

at this excellent museum 

and would certainly  

recommend it as well worth 

a visit. 

 

 

 

                  (Pauline Walsh inspects the gallows) 

St. George’s Day 
April 23

rd
 2016 

 

Tamworth’s St. George’s Day celebra�ons, based in the Castle Grounds on Saturday 

23
rd

 April, was a resounding success - “the 

best yet”, commented many. 
 

Visitors were thrilled to the sights of 

jous�ng by real knights, on real horses, 

with real lances and real swords (well, per-

haps they weren’t razor-sharp!) A large  

dragon roared and reared as it protected 

its nest, and a baby dragon was available 

for children to pet. 
 

The Friends’ stall again made an appear-

ance, raising funds with a tombola and 

signing up new members. On the le2 you 

can see the two comely wenches 

(otherwise known as Pauline and 

Maureen) who manned the stall for much 

of the day. 
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Contact Details 
 

Where booking slips are included with the newsle�er, if return details are not 

included on the form please complete and send them, with payment, to: 

 Sue Evans, 48 Barbara Street, Tamworth, B79 7EJ 

If you do not have a booking slip or would like more details about a trip, you can 

contact Sue by phone on 01827 55916 or by email at 

 social@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

If you have any ques�ons or sugges�ons regarding newsle�ers, please contact 

Roger Ashford by phone on 0790 0088960 or by email at  

 newsleAer@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

 Membership queries should be addressed to  

 membership@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

For any other issues, contact admin@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

Friends Events for 2016 
 

04/03/16 Talk “Origins of Place Names” 

16/04/16 Trip to the NoRngham Galleries of Jus�ce 

22/04/16 Talk “Treading the Boards” 

22/04/16 Friends Annual General Mee�ng 

13/05/16 Talk “Goose Grease and Brown Paper” 

27/05/16 Castle Folk Night at the Castle 

18/06/16 Trip to Winterbourne Gardens 

08/07/16 Dispelling the Myths of Bats 

03/09/16 Trip to the Imperial War Museum, Manchester 

09/09/16 Talk “Fiona & Stan, Isobel & the End of a Broken Heart” 

14/10/16 Talk “Jack the Ripper” 
 

Don’t forget—the Friends lunch club meets at the Globe Inn,  Lower 

Gungate on the last Thursday of every month at 12:00.  
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Booking Forms 
 

Trip to the Imperial War Museum, Manchester 

Saturday 3
rd

 September 2016 (pick-up in Corpora4on Street at 8:30 am) 
 

Please reserve ________ places for me on this trip at £ 26 per person. 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: ________________________________________________ 

 

 

I enclose a cheque for £______________________ made payable to FRIENDS OF 

TAMWORTH CASTLE AND MUSEUM and a stamped, addressed envelope. 
 

Please complete and return as soon as possible to: 

 

Sue Evans,  48 Barbara Street, Tamworth, B79 7EJ 


